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Academic Search Premier (ASP)


ASP is the world’s largest scholarly full text database, offering full text access to almost 4,650 journals and index & abstracting information for over 8,200 journals.

Subject coverage: All areas of academic study. 

Dates of coverage: 1975 – present

What is the difference between the electronic journal A-Z listing and electronic databases?

The electronic journal listing is simply of list of journals which are available to us online. You should use it if you know which journal title you want to look at; for example if your tutor has recommended ‘Journal of Contemporary Culture’ in your reading list, then you should go directly to the A-Z listing and search for it.

A database is a collection of journals, and you use them to search for articles; for example if you are doing an assignment on ‘postmodernism in Hollywood cinema’ then you would use a database to find journal articles related to that topic.

What is Athens?

Athens is not an electronic resource; it is an access account which proves that you are a registered UCP Marjon student/staff member, who is entitled to use the resources that we pay for. You don’t use Athens to search for resources – it simply allows you access when you are working off campus. To apply for an Athens account, please submit a form at www.ucpmarjon.ac.uk/facilities/library/help/usefulforms/athensapplicationform/ 

To access ASP

· Go to www.ucpmarjon.ac.uk/facilties/library
· Click on Electronic Resources.
· Click on Database listing.
· Scroll down the list of databases and click on Academic Search Premier (ASP).
· If you are working on-campus, you will be logged in automatically.
· If working off-campus, you will now be directed to a login screen to enter your Athens details.

Boolean searching

This is a type of searching used in online electronic resources, and uses the words AND, OR and NOT. It is a way of combining or excluding words. For example:
· Development AND children = results which cover both search terms
· Development OR children = results which cover one search term or the other
· Development NOT children = results which cover only the first search term






Search tools

Using special symbols can expand the scope of your search:
· Use * to ‘truncate’ search terms. This expands a search term, eg. Cultu* will search culture, cultures, cultural, and cultured.
· Use ? to find alternative spelling, eg. Sociali?ation will search both socialisation and socialization. 

Choosing your search terms

You need to consider your search terms when you do a search. Think about:
· Technical terminology and colloquialisms
· Alternative terminology
· Alternative spellings such as American spelling

Also try to have a very definite idea of what it is you are searching for and stick to it – it is easy to follow different links and go off on a tangent when you are using the databases.

To perform a basic search – use this for a simple initial search

· Enter your search terms. Try using the Boolean search method and search tools as detailed overleaf.
· Remember that you may need to try different combinations of search terms to get results.
· Set any limits:
· Linked full text – this means that any results you get will have a link which takes you directly into the article; you search the database, get the results, access the article and you’re done!
· Published date – you can set a date range, eg. Only articles published between 2001 and 2008
· Click on search. 
· The results will be displayed in a list.

To perform an advanced search – use this for a more detailed search

· Click on the ‘Advanced search’ tab.
· Enter your search terms. You can enter up to 3 search terms, and specify in which part of the article you want to search, ie. Title, main text of the article etc.
· Set any limits as before.
· Click on search.
· The results will be displayed in a list. 

Viewing search results

· If you performed a full-text search there will be a link to the article in the results table. Click either on the link to the HTML full text or the PDF full text. 
· If you didn’t perform a full-text search, you can view the citation record by clicking on the article title. From this, you will need to note down the source details and article title, and you can then look on the A-Z listing to see if we have online access to the journal.

Print, email or save your results

· Click on ‘Add’, in the right hand column of the results page.
· Scroll up and click on ‘Folder has items’. 
· Print, email or save your record.

Problems?

If you have any problems with using Academic Search Premier, please email libraryenquiries@marjon.ac.uk 
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