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Module Descriptor 

Definitive Document 

Module Code CYLM01 

Version 1.3 

Module Title Turning the Page:  An Examination of 
the Development of Literature for 
Children and Young Adults 

Credits 30 

Valid From 1st September 2018 

Status Validated 
Subject Board CYL 

HECoS Code  

Academic Level (FHEQ) 7 
Study Period A 

Prerequisites and co-requisites None 

Not available to students 
taking/having taken 

N/A 

Content (Indicative)   

(In this document the term ‘children’ will apply to young people aged between 3 and 18. This 
incorporates EY and YA.) 
 
Content will include but may not be restricted to: 

• Critical analysis of the development, through history, of children's literature from Britain 
and overseas 

• Analysis and discussion of the developing role of picture books in children's literature and 
examining how illustrated books are defining their place in this field 

• A critical examination of how fictional techniques are used to present stories to children, 
examining the manipulation of fairy tales and looking at very popular current choices 

• Generate enquiry into current perceptions of childhood* and examine ways in which 
literature is used as a forum for transmitting and challenging dominant ideological 
constructions of society 

• Critically evaluate the purpose of children’s literature. Enquiry into instruction or delight. 
• Examine what is published, distributed and selected to be read by children and by whom 

Teaching and Learning Experience  

Modes of delivery 

• Active Learning 

• Blended Learning 
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• Critical reflective practice 

• Taught sessions 

• Digital scholarship 

• Reflective writing 

• Independent reading 

• Independent enquiry 

• Action learning sets 

• 1:1 tutorials 

Module Learning Outcomes (MLOs)  

On successful completion of this module students will be able to:  
1. 1. Depth and systematic understanding of knowledge of the history of the publication of 

children’s literature, developing a critical understanding of changes and trends over time 
2. The ability to undertake analysis of the complex, incomplete or contradictory areas of 

knowledge on what is presented for children to read, considering the purposes of 
instruction or delight, communicating the outcome effectively and with critical awareness 

3. The ability to search and locate relevant literature by generating enquiry into current 
perceptions of childhood as portrayed in literature, developing a critical evaluation of 
ideology within children’s literature, exploring themes of global citizenship 

4. The ability to engage confidently in academic and professional communication with 
others disseminating knowledge, understanding and practice in consideration of the 
purpose of presenting literature to children 

5. Enquiry into current perceptions of childhood* and the ways in which literature is used as 
a forum for transmitting and challenging dominant ideological constructions of society 

Assessment  

Assessment task Load Weighting Learning Outcomes 
assessed 

A critical review of 
children’s literature 
texts 

up to 3750 words (or 
equivalent) 

50% 1, 2, 5 

Collaborative 
portfolio 

up to 3750 words (or 
equivalent) 

50% 1-5 

Indicative reading (APA 7th edition referenced)  

Books  

Alderson, B. (2019). The 100 best children’s books. Galileo Publishers. 

Barzillai, M., Thompson, J., Schroeder, S., & Van Den Broek, P. (2018). Learning to read in a digital 
world. John Benjamins. 

Paul. (Eds.). (2018). Learning to read in a digital world. John Benjamins. 
Beauvais, C., & Nikolajeva, M. (Eds.). (2017). The Edinburgh companion to children’s literature. 

Edinburgh University Press. 
Butler, C., & Reynolds, K. (Eds.). Modern children’s literature: An introduction (2nd ed.). Palgrave. 

Childs, P. (2017). Modernism: The new critical idiom. Routledge. 
Coats, K. (2018). The Bloomsbury introduction to children’s and young adults’ literature. 

Bloomsbury. 
Gamble, N. (Jan 2019). Exploring children's literature: Reading for knowledge, understanding and 

pleasure (4th ed.). Sage Publications. 
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Hahn, D. (Ed). (2015). The Oxford companion to children’s literature. Oxford University Press. 
Jack, B. (2019). Reading: A very short introduction. Oxford University Press. 
Kümmerling-Meibauer, B. (2017). The Routledge companion to children’s picture books. Taylor & 

Francis. Routledge. 

Natov, R. (2018). The courage to imagine: The child hero in children’s Literature. Bloomsbury. 

Pullman, P. (2017). Daemon voices: Essays on storytelling. David Fickling Books. 
Waller, A. (2019).  Re-reading children’s books: A poetics. Bloomsbury. 

Journals 

Children’s Literature in Education 
International Research in Children’s Literature (University of Edinburgh Press) 
Journal of Children’s Literature 
Modern Language Review 

Websites 

www.booktrust.org.uk/ 
www.childrensliteratureassembly.org/ 
www.clpe.co.uk 
www.fcbg.org.uk/ 
www.irscl.com/ 
www.literacytrust.org.uk/ 
www.nate.org.uk 
www.ukla.org/ 


