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Module Descriptor 

Definitive Document 

Module Code PBHM01 

Version 1.1 

Module Title Issues in Public Health 
Credits 15 

Valid From 1st September 2017 

Status Validated 
Subject Board PBH 

HECoS Code  

Academic Level (FHEQ) 7 
Study Period W 

Prerequisites and co-requisites None 

Not available to students 
taking/having taken 

N/A 

Content (Indicative)   

• An introduction to the course that investigates the philosophical and theoretical 
foundations of health, illness and public health 

• An examination of the socio-political environment in which people exist and how this 
interacts with their future health status 

• It will also look at the historical development of the field of public health and the 
contemporary landscape that is one of multi-disciplinary delivery 

• Historical and geographic trends and developments: evolution of the public health field; 
rise and prominence of biomedicine; national and international political developments 
(including WHO); global public health trends 

• Within this module there will be an opportunity for a formative assessment to support 
student learning 

Teaching and Learning Experience  

Modes of delivery: 

• Lectures 

• Seminars 

• Tutorials 

• Peer group study 

• Guest speakers 

• Directed study and reading 

• Independent learning 
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Module Learning Outcomes (MLOs)  

On successful completion of this module students will be able to:  
1. Demonstrate a critical appreciation of the theoretical, philosophical and conceptual 

foundations of public health. 

2. Critically evaluate the social, environmental and political determinants of health and 

illness and related consequences of poor health status. 

3. Critically examine the political values and ethical frameworks in public health. 

4. Critically assess public health risk and surveillance from epidemiological and social science 

perspectives. 

5. Critically analyse the multidisciplinary nature of public health. 

Assessment  

Assessment task Load Weighting Learning Outcomes 
assessed 

Coursework – Report 
 

up to 3750 words  
(or equivalent) 

100% 1-5 

Indicative reading (APA 7th edition referenced)  

Books 

Baggott, R. (2011). Public health policy & politics (2nd ed.). Palgrave. 
Berridge, V., Gorsky, M., & Mold, A. (2011). Public health in history. McGraw-Hill Education (UK). 
Dawson, A. (Ed.). (2016). The philosophy of public health. Routledge. 
Dorling, D. (2015). Unequal health: The scandal of our times. Policy Press. 
Fink, A. (2013). Evidence-based public health practice. SAGE Publications. 
Jones, L., & Douglas, J. (2012). Public health: Building innovative practice. SAGE Publications. 
Killoran, A. (2010). Evidence-based public health: Effectiveness and efficiency. Oxford University 

Press. 
Sim, F., & McKee, M. (2011). Issues in public health. McGraw-Hill Education. 
Levy, B. S., & Gaufin, J. R. (Eds.). (2012). Mastering public health: Essential skills for effective 

practice. Oxford University Press. 
Schneider, M. J. (2016). Introduction to public health. Jones & Bartlett Publishers. 
Schrecker, T., & Bambra, C. (2015). How politics makes us sick: Neoliberal epidemics. Springer. 
Stuckler, D., & Siegel, K. (2011). Sick societies: Responding to the global challenge of chronic 

disease. Oxford University Press. 

Journals 

BMC Public Health 
Journal of Public Health 
Health Policy 
The Lancet Global Health 


