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Module Descriptor 

Definitive Document 

Module Code PBHM06 

Version 1.2 

Module Title Public Health Policy and Politics 
Credits 15 

Valid From 1st September 2017 

Status Validated 
Subject Board PBH 

HECoS Code  

Academic Level (FHEQ) 7 
Study Period W 

Prerequisites and co-requisites None 

Not available to students 
taking/having taken 

N/A 

Content (Indicative)   

• Evaluate accounts of public health offered by different disciplines across the social 
sciences and assess implications for contemporary approaches to policy analysis  

• Theoretical, ethical and political dimensions of the public health policy making process 
and different conceptual approaches to policy analysis 

• The role of power and ideology in accounting for and responding to complexities, 
challenges and tensions in public health policy 

• Translation of theory and policy analysis into practical strategies and action in the 
implementation of a chosen area public health policy  

• Reflexive strategies for improving professional practice in light of chosen area of public 
health policy and work undertaken 

• Public health governance, institutional structures and workforce in the context of 
globalisation 

• Within this module there will be an opportunity for a formative assessment to support 
student learning 

Teaching and Learning Experience  

Modes of delivery: 

• Blended Learning 

• Case studies 

• Workshops 

• E-learning 

• Peer group study 
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• Tutorials 

Module Learning Outcomes (MLOs)  

On successful completion of this module students will be able to:  
1. Critically evaluate accounts of public health offered by different disciplines across the 

social sciences and assess implications for contemporary approaches to policy analysis  
2. Demonstrate a critical appreciation of the theoretical, ethical and political dimensions of 

the public health policy making process and different conceptual approaches to policy 
analysis 

3. Critically analyse the role of power and ideology in accounting for and responding to 
complexities, challenges and tensions in public health policy 

4. Demonstrate a critical capacity to translate theory and policy analysis into practical 
strategies and action in the implementation of a chosen area of public health policy 

5. Demonstrate coherent, rigorous argument and analysis and confidence to reflexively 
engage with strategies for improving professional practice in light of chosen area of public 
health policy and work undertaken 

Assessment  

Assessment task Load Weighting Learning Outcomes 
assessed 

Coursework - Report 
 

up to 2625 words (or 
equivalent) 

70% 1-3 

Coursework - Podcast 8 Minutes up to 1125 
words  
(or equivalent) 

30% 4-5 

Indicative reading (APA 7th edition referenced)  

Books 

Dorling, D. (2015). Unequal health: The scandal of our times. Policy Press. 
Eyler, A. A., Chriqui, J. F., Moreland-Russell, S., & Brownson, R. C. (2016). Prevention, policy, and 

public health. Oxford University Press. 
Lloyd, C. E., Handsley, S., Douglas, J., Earle, S., & Spurr, S. (2007). Policy and practice in promoting 

public health. Sage Publications. 
Marmot, M. (Ed.) (2016). The health gap. The challenge of an unequal world (2nd ed.). 

Bloomsbury. 
Bhattacharya, D. (Ed.) (2013). Public health policy: Issues, theories, and advocacy (2nd ed.). Jossey 

Bass. 
Baggott, R. (Ed.) (2013). Partnerships for public health and well-being policy and practice (2nd 

ed.). Palgrave Macmillan. 
Holland, S. (2014). Public health ethics (2nd ed.). Polity. 
Stoker, G., & Evans, M. (Eds.) (2016). Evidence-based policy making in the social sciences - 

Methods that matter (2nd ed.). Policy Press. 
Tod, A. M., & Hirst, J. (2014). Health and inequality Applying public health research to policy and 

practice (1st ed.). Routledge. 
Hunter, D. (Ed.) (2016). The health debate (2nd ed.). Policy Press. 
Hupe, P., Hill, M., & Buffatt, A. (Eds.). (2015). Understanding street-level bureaucracy. Policy 

Press. 
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Greer, S. L. & Kurzer, P. (Eds.). (2016). European Union public health policy regional and global 
trends (2nd ed.). Routledge. 

Smith, K. (Ed.) (2013). Beyond Evidence Based Policy in Public Health: The Interplay of Ideas (2nd 
ed.). Palgrave Macmillan. 

Journals 

Critical Public Health 
Critical Social Policy 
European Journal of Public Health  
Health and Social Policy 
Journal of Public Health 
Journal of Public Health Policy 

Websites 

www.apho.org.uk/ 
www.fph.org.uk/ 
www.gov.uk/government/topics/public-health 
www.healthknowledge.org.uk/public-health-textbook 
www.ukpublichealthnetwork.org.uk/about-ukphn/ 
www.who.int/en 
 


