[image: ]
Subject Knowledge Audit (SKA)
PGCE Secondary Drama  |  Key Stages 3, 4 and 5
	Name
	Route

	
	PGCE Secondary Drama

	Placement A:
	Placement B:


Introduction
This working audit supports you to identify strengths and development priorities in Drama subject knowledge and in teaching Drama across KS3, KS4 and KS5. Review it with your academic tutor and school mentor at each Progress Review Point (PRP).
How to use this audit
For each topic, rate (1) your personal knowledge and (2) your experience of developing pupils’ knowledge and skills. Add brief, specific evidence or examples in the justification columns. You are not expected to be confident in every area at the start of the course.
1 = Significant strength     2 = Secure / confident     3 = Developing     4 = Limited or no prior knowledge
Review points: Pre-course / interview · PRP1 October · PRP2 January · PRP3 April · PRP4 May


Section 1: Drama Performance and Interpretation (KS3–KS5)
Key Stage 3
	Topic
	Personal knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / justification
	Teaching experience (1–4)
	Evidence / justification

	Drama conventions: role, character and improvisation
	
	
	
	

	Voice, movement, space and physical expression
	
	
	
	

	Scripted scenes and character interpretation
	
	
	
	

	Ensemble skills and collaborative performance
	
	
	
	

	Audience, genre and performance conventions
	
	
	
	

	Reflection and constructive performance feedback
	
	
	
	

	KS3 progression: Year 7 foundations → Year 9 independent interpretation
	
	
	
	

	Safe use of space, warm-ups, consent and practical rehearsal routines
	
	
	
	

	Responding to live or recorded theatre with precise drama vocabulary
	
	
	
	


Key Stage 4
	Topic
	Personal knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / justification
	Teaching experience (1–4)
	Evidence / justification

	Characterisation, objectives and relationships
	
	
	
	

	Script interpretation and rehearsal techniques
	
	
	
	

	Performance skills: vocal and physical choices
	
	
	
	

	Styles, genres and theatrical conventions
	
	
	
	

	Live theatre analysis and performance evaluation
	
	
	
	

	GCSE scripted performance: artistic intentions and two contrasting extracts (AQA)
	
	
	
	

	Explaining vocal, physical and spatial choices using subject terminology
	
	
	
	

	Live theatre analysis: actor, director, design and audience impact
	
	
	
	


Key Stage 5
	Topic
	Personal knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / justification
	Teaching experience (1–4)
	Evidence / justification

	Advanced acting techniques and practitioner influence
	
	
	
	

	Detailed textual and contextual interpretation
	
	
	
	

	Sustained character development and ensemble work
	
	
	
	

	Directorial intention and audience impact
	
	
	
	

	Critical analysis of live and recorded theatre
	
	
	
	

	A-level set texts: directorial concepts and contrasting interpretations
	
	
	
	

	Practitioner-led performance and original artistic intentions
	
	
	
	

	Comparative critical analysis of live productions and design choices
	
	
	
	




Section 2: Drama Devising, Production and Evaluation (KS3–KS5)
Key Stage 3
	Topic
	Personal knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / justification
	Teaching experience (1–4)
	Evidence / justification

	Stimulus-led devising and storytelling
	
	
	
	

	Improvisation, structuring and shaping scenes
	
	
	
	

	Use of dramatic form, tension and transitions
	
	
	
	

	Introduction to set, costume, props, light and sound
	
	
	
	

	Recording, evaluating and refining practical work
	
	
	
	

	Rehearsal feedback, redrafting and evaluating impact on an audience
	
	
	
	

	Narrative, symbolism and non-naturalistic forms
	
	
	
	


Key Stage 4
	Topic
	Personal knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / justification
	Teaching experience (1–4)
	Evidence / justification

	Devising from stimuli and research
	
	
	
	

	Applying practitioner methods to devised work
	
	
	
	

	Design and technical production choices
	
	
	
	

	Documenting creative process and rehearsal decisions
	
	
	
	

	GCSE assessment objectives AO1–AO4 and board-specific component requirements
	
	
	
	

	NEA authenticity, evidence capture, moderation and feedback boundaries
	
	
	
	

	Differences between AQA 8261 and Edexcel 1DR0 assessment structures
	
	
	
	


Key Stage 5
	Topic
	Personal knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / justification
	Teaching experience (1–4)
	Evidence / justification

	Independent devising and conceptual development
	
	
	
	

	Practitioner research and applied methodologies
	
	
	
	

	Directing, scenography and production design
	
	
	
	

	Analytical portfolios and reflective evaluation
	
	
	
	

	Examining creative intentions and audience response
	
	
	
	

	A-level practitioner and text requirements: AQA 7262 / Edexcel 9DR0
	
	
	
	

	Independent research, theatre review and evaluative writing
	
	
	
	

	Assessment objectives, NEA evidence and standardisation at KS5
	
	
	
	




Section 3: Drama – Foundations and Practitioners
Drama educationalists and theorists
	Practitioner
	Knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / next steps

	Dorothy Heathcote
	
	

	Peter Slade / Brian Way
	
	

	Jonothan Neelands / Gavin Bolton
	
	

	Augusto Boal
	
	

	Konstantin Stanislavski
	
	

	Jerzy Grotowski
	
	

	Antonin Artaud
	
	

	Jacques Lecoq
	
	

	Katie Mitchell
	
	


Drama practitioners and companies
	Practitioner / Company
	Knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / next steps

	Bertolt Brecht
	
	

	Frantic Assembly
	
	

	Kneehigh
	
	

	Punchdrunk
	
	

	Complicité
	
	

	National Theatre / NT Learning
	
	

	Graeae / accessible theatre practice
	
	

	DV8 Physical Theatre
	
	




Section 4: Drama History and Performance Contexts
	Area
	Knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / next steps

	Greek and Roman theatre
	
	

	Elizabethan and Jacobean theatre
	
	

	Modern and contemporary theatre
	
	

	Physical theatre
	
	

	Verbatim / documentary theatre
	
	

	Medieval and Renaissance performance traditions
	
	

	Naturalism, epic theatre and theatre of the absurd
	
	

	Contemporary global and culturally diverse theatre traditions
	
	




Section 5: Drama Strategies and Rehearsal Pedagogy
	Strategy
	Knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / next steps

	Freeze frame / still image
	
	

	Teacher in role
	
	

	Thought tracking
	
	

	Hot seating
	
	

	Forum theatre
	
	

	Ensemble movement and voice
	
	

	Technical theatre (lighting, sound, design)
	
	

	Mantle of the expert and process drama
	
	

	Questioning and modelling in practical lessons
	
	

	Scaffolding rehearsal, peer critique and iterative improvement
	
	




Section 6: Curriculum Knowledge and Assessment
	Area
	Knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / next steps

	KS3 Drama curriculum and progression
	
	

	KS4 Drama pathways (GCSE/BTEC)
	
	

	KS5 Drama pathways
	
	

	Assessing practical performance
	
	

	Assessing process and reflection
	
	

	KS3 curriculum sequencing and progression from Year 7 to Year 9
	
	

	AQA / Edexcel GCSE assessment objectives and NEA
	
	

	AQA / Edexcel A-level assessment objectives and NEA
	
	

	Using exemplar responses and standardisation materials
	
	




Section 7: Pedagogy, Inclusion, and Professional Practice
	Area
	Knowledge (1–4)
	Evidence / next steps

	Teaching reading through drama
	
	

	Teaching writing through performance
	
	

	Inclusive rehearsal practices
	
	

	SEND and EAL strategies
	
	

	Behaviour and routines in practical spaces
	
	

	Adaptive teaching for SEND, EAL and reluctant performers
	
	

	Safeguarding, consent, emotional safety and sensitive content
	
	

	Equitable assessment of performers and designers
	
	

	Subject-specific misconceptions and responsive feedback
	
	




Subject Knowledge Targets for Development
Pre-course (by September)
Priority area: ______________________________________________________________
Action and evidence of progress: __________________________________________________
End of University Phase 1 (October)
Priority area: ______________________________________________________________
Action and evidence of progress: __________________________________________________
End of Placement A (December)
Priority area: ______________________________________________________________
Action and evidence of progress: __________________________________________________
End of University Phase 2 (February)
Priority area: ______________________________________________________________
Action and evidence of progress: __________________________________________________
End of Placement B / ECT readiness
Priority area: ______________________________________________________________
Action and evidence of progress: __________________________________________________


Evidence-Based Development Record
Record specific evidence and next steps at each review. Examples: annotated lesson plan, rehearsal plan, mentor feedback, anonymised pupil work, performance or design portfolio, theatre review, exam-board mark-scheme analysis.
	Review point
	KS / topic
	Evidence of knowledge
	Target and action
	Evidence of impact

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Curriculum and Specification Alignment
KS3: DfE English KS3: improvising, rehearsing and performing; interpreting dramatists through performance — Improvisation, scripted scenes, role, voice, movement, audience and interpretation
KS4 – AQA 8261: Understanding drama; devising drama; texts in practice; AO1–AO4 — Text study, devising logs, extracts, live theatre analysis and performer/designer routes
KS4 – Edexcel 1DR0: Devising; performance from text; theatre makers in practice — Board-specific components, written evaluation, scripted work and live theatre
KS5 – AQA 7262: Drama and theatre; creating original drama; making theatre — Advanced interpretation, practitioners, independent devising and evaluation
KS5 – Edexcel 9DR0: Devising; text in performance; theatre makers in practice — Advanced text work, performance/design, practitioner methods and theatre analysis
Official curriculum and exam board references
DfE – National Curriculum English (KS3 drama)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
DfE – GCSE Drama subject content
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-drama
AQA GCSE Drama (8261)
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261/specification
Pearson Edexcel GCSE Drama (1DR0)
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html
AQA A-level Drama and Theatre (7262)
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/a-level/drama-and-theatre-7262/specification
Pearson Edexcel A-level Drama and Theatre (9DR0)
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.html
Check current specifications, set texts and assessment arrangements for the relevant examination year. At KS3, Drama is included within the English National Curriculum rather than being a separate statutory National Curriculum subject.
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