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Subject Knowledge Audit (SKSA) PGCE Secondary English with Drama
Introduction
This Subject Knowledge Audit (SKA) is designed for applicants to the PGCE Secondary English with Drama programme. It combines the disciplinary expectations of English and Drama and reflects the integrated nature of this specialist route.
The audit supports applicants to:
· Identify current strengths in English and Drama subject knowledge
· Highlight priority areas for development before the course begins
· Begin to understand the balance between declarative knowledge (what pupils learn) and procedural knowledge (how learning is enacted)
· Track subject knowledge development across the PGCE year in line with Teacher Standard 3 and the ITT Core Content Framework (DfE)
This document is a working audit. It should be revisited at each Progress Review Point (PRP) with academic tutors and school mentors.

How to Use This Audit
For each section, self-assess your:
1. Personal subject knowledge and skills
2. Experience of developing pupil knowledge and skills
Use the grading scale below and provide brief justification comments. Gaps in knowledge are expected and will form part of your professional development during the course.
Grading Scale
1 = Significant area of strength
2 = Secure / confident understanding
3 = Developing understanding
4 = Limited or no prior knowledge

Progress Review Points
· Pre-course / Interview
· PRP1 – October
· PRP2 – January
· PRP3 – April
· PRP4 – May

Section 1: English Literature (KS3–KS5)
Key Stage 3
	Topic
	Personal Knowledge (1–4)
	Justification
	Experience Developing Pupils (1–4)
	Justification

	Shakespeare (introducing genre, tragedy/comedy)
	
	
	
	

	19th Century texts (A Christmas Carol, Oliver Twist)
	
	
	
	

	Modern drama (introductory texts/extracts)
	
	
	
	

	Poetry (anthologies and unseen)
	
	
	
	

	Myths, legends, storytelling traditions
	
	
	
	

	Contextual knowledge (historical and cultural)
	
	
	
	


Key Stage 4
	Topic
	Personal Knowledge (1–4)
	Justification
	Experience Developing Pupils (1–4)
	Justification

	Shakespeare (Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet)
	
	
	
	

	19th Century novel
	
	
	
	

	Modern drama (An Inspector Calls, Blood Brothers)
	
	
	
	

	Poetry anthology and unseen
	
	
	
	

	Analytical writing and extended responses
	
	
	
	


Key Stage 5
	Topic
	Personal Knowledge (1–4)
	Justification
	Experience Developing Pupils (1–4)
	Justification

	Shakespeare
	
	
	
	

	Pre-1900 poetry
	
	
	
	

	19th Century prose
	
	
	
	

	20th / 21st Century drama
	
	
	
	

	Literary theory and critical perspectives
	
	
	
	



Section 2: English Language (KS3–KS5)
Key Stage 3
	Topic
	Personal Knowledge (1–4)
	Justification
	Experience Developing Pupils (1–4)
	Justification

	Creative writing
	
	
	
	

	Transactional writing
	
	
	
	

	Reading comprehension
	
	
	
	

	Grammar and vocabulary
	
	
	
	

	Spoken language and oracy
	
	
	
	


Key Stage 4
	Topic
	Personal Knowledge (1–4)
	Justification
	Experience Developing Pupils (1–4)
	Justification

	Language Paper 1 (fiction)
	
	
	
	

	Language Paper 2 (non-fiction)
	
	
	
	

	Comparative analysis
	
	
	
	

	Structuring extended responses
	
	
	
	


Key Stage 5
	Topic
	Personal Knowledge (1–4)
	Justification
	Experience Developing Pupils (1–4)
	Justification

	Language levels
	
	
	
	

	Language and representation
	
	
	
	

	Language change and diversity
	
	
	
	

	Child language acquisition
	
	
	
	

	Original writing and investigation
	
	
	
	



Section 3: Drama – Foundations and Practitioners
Drama Educationalists and Theorists
	Practitioner
	Knowledge Level (1–4)
	Evidence / Notes

	Dorothy Heathcote
	
	

	Peter Slade / Brian Way
	
	

	Jonothan Neelands / Gavin Bolton
	
	

	Augusto Boal
	
	

	Konstantin Stanislavski
	
	


Drama Practitioners and Companies
	Practitioner / Company
	Knowledge Level (1–4)
	Evidence / Notes

	Bertolt Brecht
	
	

	Frantic Assembly
	
	

	Kneehigh
	
	

	Punchdrunk
	
	

	Complicité
	
	



Section 4: Drama History and Performance Contexts
	Area
	Knowledge Level (1–4)
	Evidence / Notes

	Greek and Roman theatre
	
	

	Elizabethan and Jacobean theatre
	
	

	Modern and contemporary theatre
	
	

	Physical theatre
	
	

	Verbatim / documentary theatre
	
	



Section 5: Drama Strategies and Rehearsal Pedagogy
	Strategy
	Knowledge Level (1–4)
	Evidence / Notes

	Freeze frame / still image
	
	

	Teacher in role
	
	

	Thought tracking
	
	

	Hot seating
	
	

	Forum theatre
	
	

	Ensemble movement and voice
	
	

	Technical theatre (lighting, sound, design)
	
	



Section 6: Curriculum Knowledge and Assessment
	Area
	Knowledge Level (1–4)
	Evidence / Notes

	KS3 Drama curriculum and progression
	
	

	KS4 Drama pathways (GCSE/BTEC)
	
	

	KS5 Drama pathways
	
	

	Assessing practical performance
	
	

	Assessing process and reflection
	
	



Section 7: Pedagogy, Inclusion, and Professional Practice
	Area
	Knowledge Level (1–4)
	Evidence / Notes

	Teaching reading through drama
	
	

	Teaching writing through performance
	
	

	Inclusive rehearsal practices
	
	

	SEND and EAL strategies
	
	

	Behaviour and routines in practical spaces
	
	



Subject Knowledge Targets for Development
Pre-course (by September):
End of University Phase 1 (October):
End of Placement A (December):
End of University Phase 2 (February):
End of Placement B / ECT readiness:

This audit will be reviewed regularly with academic tutors and school mentors to support progress towards meeting Teacher Standard 3 and the ITT Core Content Framework.
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